
i 

 

INDONESIAN ACADEMIC SOJOURNERS’ EXPERIENCES 

PURSUING MASTER DEGREE IN TESOL IN THE UK AND 

AUSTRALIA: CROSS-CASE ANALYSIS 

 

 
UNDERGRADUATE THESIS 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Ade Rizki Mohammad 
Reg. No. 165300063 

 

 
 

 

UNIVERSITAS PGRI ADI BUANA SURABAYA 

FACULTY OF TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATION 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 

2020 

Unipa Surabaya 





i 

 

INDONESIAN ACADEMIC SOJOURNERS’ EXPERIENCES 
PURSUING MASTER DEGREE IN TESOL IN THE UK AND 

AUSTRALIA: CROSS-CASE ANALYSIS 

 
 

 

 

 
 

UNDERGRADUATE THESIS 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Submitted in partial fulfillment of the requirements for completing 

the Bachelor Degree in the Department of English Language 
Education 

 

 
 

 

Ade Rizki Mohammad 

Reg. No. 165300063 
 

 

 
 

 

UNIVERSITAS PGRI ADI BUANA SURABAYA 
FACULTY OF TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATION 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 

2020  

 
 



ii 

CERTIFICATION 

 
Thesis by : Ade Rizki Mohammad 

    Reg. No. 165300063 

Title  : Indonesian Academic Sojourners’ Experiences  
Pursuing Master Degree in TESOL in the UK and  

the has been approved by the advisor for further 

examination. 

 
 

     Surabaya, 23 January 2020 

 Acknowledged by:  
Head of English Language Education    Advisor 

 Department 

 

 
 

Dr. Dra. Hj. Siyaswati, M.Pd.  Irfan Rifai, S.Pd., M.Pd., Ph.D. 

NIP/NPP. 0703509 /DY   NIDN. 0721037702   
 

 



iii 

APPROVAL SHEET 

 
 

This is to certify that the undergraduate thesis entitled “Indonesian 

Academic Sojourners’ Experiences Pursuing Master Degree in 
TESOL in the UK and Australia: Cross-Case Analysis” by Ade Rizki 

Mohammad (Reg. No. 165300063) has been approved by the Board 

of Examiners on …… January 2020. 

 
 

The Board of Examiners: 

 
1. Chairperson : ______________________________ 

Dr. Suhari., S.H., M.Si. 

 

 
2. Secretary : ______________________________ 

  Dr. Endang Mastuti Rahayu, M.Pd. 

 
 

3. Member : ______________________________ 

  
 

 

4. Member : ______________________________  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 





xi 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

 
This thesis would not have been possibly completed without 

the encouragement and support of so many people involved, to all of 

whom I would like to show my deepest gratitude and appreciation. 
First of all, I am deeply thankful to my supervisor, Dr Irfan Rifai, for 

his constant help and support, which have totally helped me 

accomplish this thesis. I acknowledged that, when I obtained 

uncertainties, difficult circumstances and self-doubt during my 
writing-up process, his mettlesome support was pivotal in helping me 

to complete this thesis. I am also very grateful for his critical and 

intellectual contributions in this thesis. 
  

Secondly, I would like to express my gratitude to University 

of PGRI Adi Buana Surabaya, particularly its Rector (Dr. M. 

Subandowo, MS.), the Dean of Faculty of Teaching Training and 
Education (Dr. Suhari, SH., M.Si.) and the Head of English Language 

Education Department (Dr. Siyaswati, M.Pd.). Thanks also are 

extended to the participants in my research who will remain 
anonymous for reasons pertaining to confidentiality. The 

cooperativeness and views they shared with me were crucial in helping 

me to accomplish this thesis.  
 

Thirdly, special thanks to my family who has been giving me 

endless support and affection in accomplishing this thesis. My mother, 

especially, who really encourages me to be the best version of me. I 
also am very grateful to my 3 Dara group; Syifa and Indah, whom have 

been with me through the ups and downs, thicks and thins, and 

spending all the best time of my life together within these 4 years. 
Without their contribution, this theis would not have been possible 

accomplished.  

 
Lastly, my deepest gratitude also goes to my thesis group, they 

are Syifa, Indah, Achyar, Erika, Mira, Fitri, Firda, Vira and Bekti who 

have been becoming the part of my support systems during my 

writing-up process. I also really want to say my biggest gratitude to 
my colleagues and my students whose support and 



xii 

affection I really am thankful for. They have been encouraging me to 

reach my dreams, particularly in finishing this thesis. 
 

 

     Surabaya, 20 January 2020 
               The Researcher, 

 

 

     Ade Rizki Mohammad





viii 

DEDICATION 

 
This thesis is proudly dedicated to: 

  

1. The researcher’s beloved mother, father, and brother who give 
unstinted support to the researcher. 

2. All of the researcher’s loyal and supportive friends 

3. All of the researcher’s colleagues and students 

4. All lecturers in University of PGRI Adi Buana Surabaya, 
especially the researcher’s distinguished advisor, Irfan Rifa’i, 

Ph.D. 

 
 

 



ix 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 





xiii 

TABLE OF CONTENT 

 
Title  ..........................................................................................  i 

Certification  ..............................................................................  ii 

Approval Sheet  .........................................................................  iii 
Statement of Originality  ............................................................  iv 

Abstract  ....................................................................................  v 

Abstrak Bahasa Indonesia  .........................................................  vii 

Dedication  ................................................................................  ix 
Motto  ........................................................................................  x 

Acknowledgement  ....................................................................  xi 

Table of Contents ......................................................................  xiii 
List of Tables  ............................................................................  xiv 

List of Figures  ..........................................................................  xv 

List of Appendices  ....................................................................  xvi 

 

CHAPTER 1 INTRODUCTION 

A.Background of the Study  .......................................................  1 

B.Limitation of the Study  ..........................................................  4 
C.Research Questions  ...............................................................  4 

D.Purposes of the Study  ............................................................  4 

E.Significances of the Study  .....................................................  4 
F.Definition of Key Terms  ........................................................  5 

 

  

CHAPTER 2 REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 
A.The Nature of Academic Sojourners  ......................................  7 

B.The Orientation of Sojourners Studying Overseas  ..................  8 

C.The Challenges of Being Academic Sojourners  .....................  9 
D.Review of Previous Related Studies  ......................................  10 

E.Conceptual Framework  ..........................................................  14 

 

CHAPTER 3 RESEARCH METHOD 

A.Approach of the Study ...........................................................  17 

B.Data and Source Data  ............................................................  17 

C.Data Collection Technique  ....................................................  19 
D.Data Analysis  ........................................................................  19 

E.Data Validity  .........................................................................  20



xiv 

CHAPTER 4 RESEARCH RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

A.Result of the Study  ................................................................  21 
B.Discussion  .............................................................................  50 

 

CHAPTER 5 CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
A.Conclusion  ............................................................................  55 

B.Suggestion  ............................................................................  55 

 

REFERENCES  .......................................................................  57 
APPENDIX  .............................................................................  62 



xv 

LIST OF TABLES 

 
Table         Page 

3.1Subjects of the Study ............................................................   18 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



xvi 

LIST OF FIGURES 

 
Figures        Page 

2.1 The Conceptual Framework  ................................................   15 

4.1 George’s Journal  .................................................................   25 
4.2 Harry’s Journal  ...................................................................   26 

4.3 Harry’s Journal  ...................................................................   26 

4.4 Harry’s Journal  ...................................................................   27 

4.5 Hermione’s Journal  .............................................................   29 
  

 

 
 



1 

LIST OF APPENDICES 

 
Appendices        Page 

Appendix 1 The Interview Transcription  ...................................   62 

Appendix 2Records of Thesis Supervision Sessions 
Appendix 3 Thesis Revision Form    

 

 

 
 

 

 
 


